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DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM, 

RESEARCH, INNOVATION AND LIFELONG LEARNING  

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes   

Educational Assessment Unit  
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2018 
  

YEAR 11                          ENGLISH LANGUAGE              MARKING SCHEME  
 

Half   marks  are  to  be  rounded  up  only  after  the  global  mark  has  been arrived  at                     

(e.g. 55½ = 56). 

 

In Exercises A – D no mark is to be awarded if the answer is spelt incorrectly.   

 

A.    Fill in each blank with a suitable link word or phrase from the box. The first one (0) has been 

done for you. Use each link word or phrase only ONCE. Remember to use capital letters 

where necessary.                                                                                      10 x ½ mark = 5 marks                                                                                                                                                                      

         Answers are to be marked incorrect if capital letters are not used where necessary. 

 

1.  or 6.    and 

2.  Firstly 7.    As a result 

3.  because 8.    For example 

4.  In addition 9.    All in all 

5.  On the other hand 10.  but 

 

 

B.  Read the following and fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb in brackets. The 

first one (0) has been given as an example.                                             10 x ½ mark = 5 marks                                                                                                                                                                      

 Accept shortened forms e.g. didn’t. 

 

1.  held  6.    did not pick 

2.  were watching 7.    had not found 

3.  had not earned 8.    would have kept 

4.  began 9.    are 

5.  was stuffed 10.  to meeting 

 

 

 

C.   Fill in the blanks with ONE word.  The first one (0) has been provided as an example. 

                                                                                                                           10 x ½ mark = 5 marks 

       Accept any other words which are logical and grammatically appropriate in the context. 

  

1.  then 6.    entire / whole 

2.  who 7.    than 

3.  their 8.    where 

4.  Although / Though (mark incorrect if 

 not written with a capital letter) 
9.    through 

5. with 10.  many / numerous  
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D.  Fill in the blanks with a word formed from those in brackets.  The first one (0) has been done 

for you.                                                                                                     10 x ½ mark = 5 marks 

 

1.  unattractive 6.    skinnier 

2.  adulthood 7.    professionally  

3.  anxious 8.    editors 

4.  insecurity 9.    flawless 

5.  glossy 10.  dissatisfied 

 

 

E.    COMPREHENSION                                                                                                   30 marks 

Note: 

 Markers are reminded not to penalise language errors unless what is written is

 unintelligible.  

  Answers do not have to be in full sentences. 

 Unless otherwise indicated, award marks for answers which include the following

 content, which may also be rephrased.  

 

1.    If you live on a mountain without access to a mobile phone or fixed line, why is whistling 

considered “the best way” (line 1) to communicate with someone who lives at the bottom of a 

mountain?                                                                                                   4 x ½ mark = 2 marks                                                                                                                                                                 

Accept answers which show that whistles can be heard over long distances, such as: 

Whistled speech allows the speaker to cover much larger distances than ordinary speech 

– typically 1 – 2 km up to 5 km is possible.  

 

2.  Mention four living conditions which encouraged the people of the area to develop a whistled 

language.                                                                                                    4 x ½ mark = 2 marks                                                                            

a)  living in locations with difficult mountainous terrain 

b)  slow or difficult communication due to lack of telephones 

c)  low population density and/or scattered settlements 

d) working in isolation (such as sheepherding and cultivation of hillsides)  

 

3.      Why are whistled languages dying out?                                                                             1 mark  

      Rapidly advancing telecommunications systems are replacing the need of whistled 

languages.  

 

4.  Mention a disadvantage of using a whistled language.                                                      1 mark 

 It is not practical for those wanting a private conversation. 

 

5a.  Quote a sentence which shows that a whistler could start a conversation using whistles and 

continue speaking using normal speech.                                                                            1 mark  

“As two people approach each other, one may even switch from whistled to spoken 

speech in mid-sentence.” 

 

5b.    Give a reason why a speaker would switch from whistles to normal speech.                   1 mark  

They are close to one another.  

 

6.  In La Gomera, how are whistled messages quickly communicated from one end of the island 

to another?                                                                                                                          1 mark  

Traditionally, when one person hears a message, he passes it on. 
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7.     In your own words, explain the meaning of the following sentence. Pay particular attention to 

the underlined words: Locals are determined not to let their bird language die out as they face 

the onslaught of modern technology. (lines 39-40)                                     2 x ½ mark = 1 mark 

Accept suitable answers such as: The inhabitants of Kuskoy are firmly resolved not to 

allow their bird language to disappear / to continue using their bird language, despite 

the effect / spread / assault of modern technology.  

 

8.      Why do you think Kuskoy is known as the bird village?                                                 2 marks 

          Accept any suitable answers that bring out the fact that the whistled language sounds like 

the whistling of birds. 

                                                                                                                              

9.  Mention how two communities are trying to protect their whistled languages. 

                                                                                                                        2 x 1 mark = 2 marks  

a.   In order to protect the language from dying out, the authorities in La Gomera 

 have made El Silbo a part of the school curriculum. 

b.   Kuskoy holds an annual festival for the best whistler. 

 

10.  State whether the following are True (T) or False (F). Give a reason to prove whether each 

statement is True or False.                                                                          4 x 1 mark = 4 marks  

 Marks are to be awarded if BOTH the reason and the ‘True or False’ part of the answer are 

answered correctly. ½ marks are NOT to be awarded.   

 

a)   Many whistled languages have a different whistle for each letter of the alphabet.  

 This statement is T because there are whistles for different letters of the alphabet or 

different syllables. 

 

b)   La Gomera has no coastline.  

 This statement is F because it is an island. / it has towering cliffs. 

 

c)   Many of the people who live in Kuskoy are fishermen. 

 This statement is F because it is a farming community.  

 

d)   Only men use whistled languages. 

 This statement is F because this is only true in Africa and in Mexican communities.  

 

11.    What do the words / phrases below refer to in the passage?                     6 x ½ mark = 3 marks 

a)   your dad (line 2): father of a person living high on a mountain 

b)   they (line 6): whistled languages 

c)   which (line 23): silbar 

d)   the  old ways (line 45):   using a whistled language  

e)  they (line 54): people who do not know or understand the whistled 

language 

f)  they (line 56): farmers in Aas and in La Gomera 

 

12.  Give the meaning of the following words as used in the passage:             3 x 1 mark = 3 marks  

a)   towering (line 24): very high 

b)   indigenous (line 49): native 

c)   nefarious (line 55): illegal / wicked / criminal  
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13.  Summary. Write a paragraph of about 70 – 80 words to show in what ways whistled 

languages were useful in the past. 

         Candidates are expected to mention 8 of the following points. 
   

1) To communicate over long distances. 

2) To communicate over difficult terrain.  

3) To communicate in low population density / between scattered people.  

4) When there were no mobile phone or fixed lines. / Before advanced 

telecommunication systems. 

5) To reach a number of people at once. 

6) To spread news fast. 

7) To communicate during invasions, wars and immigration. 

8) For secretive communication between terrorists in Cuba.  

9) For farmers to hide activities from the police.  
 

                                        8 x ½ mark = 4 marks + 2 marks for coherence and cohesion = 6 marks 

 

   No marks to be awarded for coherence and cohesion unless at least 5 of the points are 

included. 

   1 mark is to be deducted from the total if the summary is longer than the indicated 

number of words.  

 

F.    COMPOSITION                    30 marks 

  Candidates should be rewarded for relevance and range of ideas.  

  If a composition is deemed to be irrelevant, initially it is to be marked according to the 

marking scheme and then up to 8 marks are to be deducted.   

  If a composition is shorter than 280 words or longer than 370 words, the whole 

composition should be read and marked according to the marking scheme.  Then                

3 marks are to be deducted. 

 
 

25 - 30 marks 

Excellent 

 Hardly any language problems. 

 Shows a very wide range and precision of vocabulary. 

 Uses idiomatic expressions and shows an ability to communicate subtleties 

of language. 

 Uses the appropriate style. 

19 - 24 marks 

Very Good 

 Demonstrates a good choice and range of vocabulary. 

 Shows ability to write with appropriate style. 

 Can handle sentence structures well. 

 Fluent and coherent. 

 Hardly any spelling errors. 

13 - 18 marks 

Pass 

 Adequate vocabulary. 

 Fairly accurate in structures and spelling 

 Shows competence in communication. 

 Limited in style. 

 Coherent but unimpressive. 

7 - 12 marks 

Weak 

 Limited vocabulary. 

 Shows no real ability to communicate except in the simplest of terms. 

 Poor spelling. 

 Confused structures and nearly incoherent. 

1 - 6 marks 

Very Poor 

 Very limited vocabulary. 

 Sentences are almost meaningless with no structure and very poor spelling. 

 Very little communication. 
 

 


